Marsh Mentors

On the morning of November 16, 2007, Pleasant Grove High School’s Public Service Biology class loaded a bus with 60 anxious third graders from Edna Batey Elementary School.  These students were off to the Stone Lake National Wildlife Reserve to study and witness firsthand the biological needs and importance of a wetland.  This was the grand finale of long-going project.
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Pleasant Grove’s Public Service Biology class, taught by Kristina Gundunas, entered a program with the California Waterfowl Association (CWA) called Marsh Mentors.  This select group of high school students was in charge of mentoring the younger children and giving them a fun day of games and activities, but at the same time helping these children learn to appreciate the importance of a wetland.  Although everything concluded on November 16, this event had been a long-going process for the Public Service Biology class.
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Everything started on October 30, 2007, when representatives from CWA came to Pleasant Gove High School for an in class training.  It was during this day, that the students learned everything that would be needed for the next step in this process.

Next, on November 7, the biology class had a meet and greet at Edna Batey Elementary School.  The high school students traveled to the elementary school, so that they could meet the children that they were going to mentor and to also provide fun and educational activities for the third graders.  Following the meet and greet, the biology class went to a site training day at the Stone Lake National Wildlife Reserve.  This event took place on November 13, and was the day that the Public Service Biology class went to the wetlands and learned everything that they would need to know in order to teach these younger children.

Finally, all of the hard effort of both of these schools paid off on November 16, when all the students took the bus ride to Stone Lake National Wildlife Reserve and had a day of fun and learning.

On top of getting the chance to mentor younger students (and getting out of school), these high school students have gone through a wonderful program.  These elementary students will remember this day forever and now they understand the importance of a wetland.
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After everything had been completed, CWA took one final trip to Pleasant Grove to give away prizes, take pictures, and have a little party.  If the students had filled in their journals they were given, they were allowed to enter their names into a drawing for a few CWA prizes.  Some of the prizes included CWA socks, shirts, and hats.  A $500 scholarship was given to one of the students that did the best job at mentoring.  The student that received this scholarship was Sarah Griess.

This whole process taught all the high school students a lot about mentoring younger students, and they even learned about the importance of wetlands.  This was a great opportunity for both the younger students and the older students that they will cherish for the rest of their lives.

Written by Ana Waskiewicz

