Pleasant Grove High School Blood Drive

Pleasant Grove hosted its very first blood drive on Wednesday May 7th 2008. Only in its third year, [image: image1.jpg]


 the new school had 124 students and faculty pass through the gym doors, opening their arms, and veins, to the trained and eager BloodSource nurses. Surpassing expectations, the blood drive brought in 94 pints of blood, an “outstanding first trial” commented one of the BloodSource nurses.

Of those 124, a total of 107 were brand-new first-time donors. Kristina Gundunas, Biology teacher and advisor of the Blood Drive, expressed that “The students here at Pleasant Grove are amazing; they submitted their paperwork on-time, gave blood, and had fun doing it. I could not have asked for a better turn-out.” It was no surprise that students were well-informed: Mrs. Gundunas actively engages her Public Service Biology students in learning about the benefits of giving blood in the community. She recently took her Public Service Biology students to the BloodSource Bank, where they were able to learn hands-on the procedures used in giving blood. They also learned the work ethic needed in the various health positions, enforced by the use of the standards based curriculum “My Blood, Your Blood”, a comprehensive guide developed by physicians and educators to “foster altruism and community spirit, and provide up-to-date information and creative strategies to help teach the science of blood”. The field trip served its purpose well, as many of its members showed up and did their part for the community by donating blood.

Sophomores Raynal Singh and Elizabeth Tan, Blood Drive coordinators and active members of the [image: image2.jpg]


Public Service Academy, were also first-time donors at the May 7th blood drive. Elizabeth reflected after the busy day, saying “Putting on the [Blood] Drive was a lot of work, but it was totally worth it. Giving blood didn’t even hurt- it was a really good experience”.  Raynal added, saying “Yeah, everyone came out and had a good time. I definitely think next year will be even better”. 

Not new to donating blood was senior Korrina Smith, the Blood Drive Chairperson for the drive. An active blood donor for two years, she comments, “I was very fortunate in being able to work with the Blood Drive Committee; everyone worked well with each other, and things ran smoothly, given it was our first blood drive. It was nice having experience in donating blood, as I answered questions and concerns that many of the first-time donors had. I believe donating blood is important and necessary to save lives. I’m just glad I can help”. Korrina is also Pleasant Grove’s first BloodSource College Scholarship recipient, a $500 dollar scholarship awarded to seniors who were active members of their school’s blood drive committee. She plans to use this money for college when she attends San Francisco State University in the fall. This BloodSource scholarship is awarded every year to one senior from each high school that participates in BloodSource Blood Drives. 

Already planning for next year, Mrs.Gundunas has two Blood Drives on the calendar for next year. The first is set for October 9th, and the second for some time in spring. The success of the May 7th blood drive gives motivation to all of the Blood Drive Committee members. Eagerly, Mrs. Gundunas exclaims, “I can’t wait for these next Blood Drives, we’re going to be even more successful. I have no doubt that the students and faculty at Pleasant Grove will rise to the occasion”. With the achievement of the first, the second Blood Drive has some big shoes to fill. First-time donor, Ryan Baughman, commented on his first time donating blood saying, “I thought it was going to hurt, but it didn’t. I felt really good about myself: I did a good deed for the community, ate some good food after, and got a pretty cool T-shirt. I’ll definitely donate again”. That being said, Pleasant Grove has made a name for itself in the realm of donating blood, giving high expectations and anticipation for all of their future Blood Drive endeavors.  
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